Sonnet on Edgar Frith
for recitation at a Talk to the Friends of Old Headington
by Nigel Frith

All over Oxford are the works of Frith,

Who from the Thirties to the Seventies
Carved the memorials of mind and myth
That bear the blazons of the colleges.

Here shine the shields with English heraldry
Of kings and bishops, by the Grace iof God,
Here sixteen damsels grace with allegory

St John's palatial Canterbury Quad,

Here loom the figures in the sevenfold wood
Under the sparkling decagonic star

To mark where English Science first made good
With Indian symbols ferried from afar.

With restitution, Edgar, of your art,

Oxford bears England ever in her heart.

o LB R,

Windrush Studio, Burford
(with gargoyles)

| Edgar Frith (with James I)
k (in Oriel college)
E.F. (with Alpha & Omega




EDGAR FRITH FRBS
notes on his Life by grandson Nigel Frith

E.S. Frith Born 1 January 1890.

Trained as a sculptor, Lambeth School of Art, where his
father, W.S.Frith, was sculpture-master and co-founder
of this, Britain's earliest and still-existing sculpture
department (school now called City & Guilds). W.S. Frith
was teacher here for 25 years of Pomeroy, Goscombe
John, Frampton etc (see Pre-Ra haelite-type panel in
Ashmolean) and a member of the New Sculpture School.

ESFE was assistant sculptor to W.S.Frith in his firm
established 1880, run by WSF till his death in 1924, at
Elgin Studios, Chelsea.

1936, commissioned by Principal Sir William Beveridge,
ESF made six Panels on LSE main facade in Portugal
Street- as featured on TV in Stephanie Flanders’
Economics documentary on Hayek: as she walked by
them, the camera shows them, then suddenly a full
frontal close up of one of the male nudes, as carved by
E.S. Frith and modelled by his son, Derrick Frith (also
then a sculptor, soon to be an artillery officer and
destined to rise to be a committee member of the Friends
of Old Headington).

ESF was Principal of City & Guilds Art School, 1938-44

Work undertaken by the WSF firm includes: Buckingham
Palace, Admiralty Arch, Victoria and Albert Museum,
Whitehall, St Bartholomew the Great, Christ Hospital Horsham
(the fountain with portrait of old boy Coleridge) Doulton
Fountain, Glasgow, Courts of Justice, Birmingham and much
work for John Jacob Astor, as in Cliveden, in the London Astor
Estate Office (2 Temple Place) and Hever Castle, interiors in
wood and the famous Nymphs’ Fountain and loggia by the lake

ESF in both World Wars worked with Ministries & in the
Second World War was on the St Paul’s Watch.

E.S. Frith’s Work in Oxford

1930s Corpus Christi restoration work on “gargoyles” in
main quad (with D.S. Frith), start of work on St John's
College, Canterbury Quad: (see Howard Colvin's book on
the quad for the evolution of ESF’s method of
“restitution”: recarving when original is beyond repair,
according to records (eg old engravings) and own feel for
the spirit and purpose of the original. Colvin quotes a
Times article by ESF) Magdalen College (not sure what)

1950s-1970 based at the Windrush Studio, Burford (see
illustration), where was also Michael Black, sculptor of the
Emperors” Heads, on extensive Oxford work of restoration
and “restitution” (my word for completely original work
to replace historic work in style and spirit). ESF sculpture
can be seen from Merton Street, Oriel Square, the High,
Raddliffe Square, the Broad and St Giles. The main work is
on Merton (Gatehouse and Chapel), St John’s (Gatehouse
and Canterbury Quad), Oriel (Front Quad), Old Ashmolean
and Sheldonian Theatre. But also St Mary the Virgin, All
Soul’s, Christ Church, Divinity Schools, Queen’s, New, Univ,
Wadham, Worcester, also (possibly commissions for originals)
LMH, St Anne’s, Blackfriars, Greyfriars.

Closed studio in the late Sixties, lived for a time in Hever
Castle annexe, working for Gavin Astor restoring Classical
sculpture in the Italian Garden & the WSF Nymphs’
Fountain. Retired to Old Headington, then Gloucestershire,
died 1974.

One illustration shows him working on an original piece,
Alpha & Omega, exhibitted at the Royal Academy 1960s,
eventually sold. '



